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May there be many a summer morning when,
with what pleasure, what joy,
you come into harbors seen for the f irst t ime;
may you stop at Phoenician trading stations
to buy f ine things,
mother of pearl and coral, amber and ebony,
sensual perfume of every kind-
as many sensual perfumes as you can;
and may you visit  many Egyptian cit ies
to gather stores of knowledge from their scholars.

Keep lthaka always in your mind.
Arriving there is what you are destined for.
But do not hurry the journey at al l .
Better if it lasts for years,

so you are old by the t ime you reach the island,
wealthy with al l  you have gained on the way,
not expecting lthaka to make you rich.

Ithaka gave you the marvelous journey.

Without her you would not have set out.
She has nothing left to give you now.

And if  you f ind her poor, l thaka won't have fooled you.
Wise as you wil l  have become, so ful l  of experience,
you wil l  have understood by then what these lthakas mean.
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Sorr6Fknocked at my door, but I was afraid; / 
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Afffii i"".alled to me, but I dreaded tk cha-nces . - A9 .l",o,t fr-?|'\ffi 
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And now I know that we must lift the sail 
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And catch the winds of destiny el

Wherever they drive the boat.
To put meaning in one's life may end in madness,
But life without meaning is the torture
Of restlessness and vasue desire- t5

It is a boat longing for the sea and yet afraid.
l : dgu r  Lee  Mas te rs

What elements do "lthaka" and the epitaph of "George Gray" have in common?

Both "Ithaka" and "George Gray"

How do the two pieces differ?

"Ithaka"

The epitaph of "George Gray", on the other hand,

Assignment:

1) Close read and annotate both texts. Show evidence of act ive reading and ihinking
(i .e.,  lots of comments and questions in the margins).

2) Fi l l  in the blanks above to i l lustrate similar i t ies and dissimilar i t ies in the texts.

3) On a separate p?B€, wri te an argumentat ive response in which you compare
"l thaka" to "George Grev". Fi l l  the page with a clear claim, at least three pieces of
textual evidence (quotes from the texts), warrants for each piece of evidence,
address/rebuttal  of counterclaims, and a conclusion.


