
 

Honors English 9 

Term Paper: Letter to Ray Bradbury 

 

Assignment: Write a letter to Ray Bradbury in which you discuss with him his writing style and 

the effect his writing has on you.  (Notice: This is a letter, not an essay, and it should SOUND 

like a letter.  You have more flexibility when it comes to organization, and you have a very 

specific audience in mind: the writer of the work you are examining.)  

 

This is a critical study, not a fan letter. You may choose to criticize, but your tone should be 

respectful, and your points should be well-supported. 

 

Quote at least one passage that illustrates the points you will make about Bradbury’s writing 

style: word choice (diction), mood, tone, and use of figurative language. Identify the elements of 

style that occur in all of the Bradbury novels you read, and explain how the passage(s) 

illustrate(s) your observations. (Writing style is sometimes defined as the identifiable 

characteristics of a particular author’s work: the parts where you think, ‘That sounds like 

Bradbury’ even if no author is named.) 

 

Address the effect his stylistic choices have on you as a reader.  Give your critical judgment of 

the work, but be sure to say why you liked or disliked it.  Focus specifically on the writing style. 

 

As a way to illustrate that you have absorbed and considered Bradbury’s writing style, your final 

paragraph should be written in Bradbury’s style.  The last paragraph should include your parting 

thoughts to Mr. Bradbury.  Depending on your opinion of his work, this may be the last 

interaction you ever have with him OR the beginning of a lifelong friendship.  One way or 

another, make the last paragraph sound like Ray Bradbury.   

 

 

Format: Your letter should look like a letter and include all the required elements.  You may 

decide on block or semi-block format. 

 

Your return address should be your real mailing address.  You may choose to include it at the 

bottom, below your signature or at the top as a heading (like on the example). 

 

Address the letter (the inside address) as follows: Ray Bradbury 

Bradbury Company 

10265 Cheviot Dr 

Los Angeles, CA 90064-4737 

USA 

 

The body of your letter is where you will address all the issues of style outlined in the assignment 

above.  If you have to ask, it should be 500-1000 words long (or so), definitely more than one 

page. 

 

Your signature should appear above your name (typed). 

 

See the letter format specifications on the other side of this handout for more detailed 

instructions on what a letter should include. 

 

 

Due Date:  ______________________________________________ 


