
A Separate Peace 

Final Essay 

 

Prompt: At the end of A Separate Peace, Gene says, “…my war 

ended before I even put on a uniform; I was on active duty all my 

time at school; I killed my enemy there” (Knowles 204).  There 

are many different possible interpretations as to exactly what 

enemy Gene kills. What enemy do you think Gene kills while 

attending Devon?  Write a multi-paragraph academic essay 

supporting your thesis with specific examples from the novel.  
 

 

Requirements 

 Introduction 

o Hook: Capture attention in a creative, specific way. 

o Background Info: Provide enough information about the story and themes that 

even a reader who read it a long time ago would understand your essay, but do not 

retell the entire story. Keep your thesis/primary claim in mind, and write to it. 

o Thesis/Primary Claim: Reword and Answer the question clearly in the final 

sentence of your introduction. 

 Body: Prove your thesis using Citations from the novel and Elaborating on them. 

o Each body paragraph should contain at least two quotations from the novel. 

o The connection between the quotations and the thesis must be made clear. 

o Cite quotations using page numbers, “like this” (204).  

o Each quotation must have an attribution and logical context. (Who, Where, When) 

o Include two times (2x) more elaboration and analysis than quoted material. 

o Use clear transitions between ideas and paragraphs 

 Conclusion 

o Summarize main points and thesis. 

o Tie all the elements of the essay together into a coherent whole. 

o Conclude in a creative, specific way. 

 

 

Grammar and Conventions 

 Proper attention to punctuation and spelling should be evident. 

 Run-on sentences and fragments should be avoided. 

 Writing should be fluent, clear, and easy to read out loud. 

 

  

Submission Requirements & Due Date 

 Write all rough drafts somewhere other than Utah Compose. 

 Revise/Edit as needed. 

 Submit ONE (1) final draft to Utah Compose by _____________________________. 

 You do not need to print anything. 


