
Fahrenheit 451 

Synthesis Essay 

 
“Do you ever read any of the books you burn?” (Clarisse, p. 8) 

 

“We need not to be let alone. We need to be really bothered once in a while. How long is it since you 

were really bothered? About something important, about something real?” (Montag, p. 52) 

 

“Books aren’t people. You read and I look all around, but there isn’t anybody…My ‘family’ is 

people…Why should I read? What for?” (Mildred, p. 73) 

 

“Here we all are, Montag. Aristophanes and Mahatma Gandhi and Guatama Buddha and Confucious and 

Thomas Love Peacock and Thomas Jefferson and Mr. Lincoln, if you please. We are also Matthew, Mark, 

Luke, and John.” (Granger, p. 151) 

 

 In Fahrenheit 451, Professor Faber advocates the idea that people should think for 

themselves, not let the government or the television do their thinking for them. His argument 

suggests that books of all kinds are crucial to achieving this goal. Even though the content of 

books may cause discomfort to some readers, the freedom to read is necessary for any society 

that doesn’t wish to repeat the mistakes of the past (pp. 82-86). 

 

 Captain Beatty, on the other hand, suggests that the government and education system have a 

responsibility to control and censor material that contains ideas that might cause discomfort 

to people (pp. 54-62). This is not unlike what is described in Kurt Vonnegut’s letter and 

many of the articles posted in the gallery on the board.  

 

 Both Faber and Beatty note that in the dystopian world of Fahrenheit 451, the fire 

department (government censorship) is rarely needed to burn books because people stopped 

reading on their own, preferring to be entertained as opposed to thinking about ideas that may 

have troubled them. We see this temperament in the character of Mildred and her friends. 

 

Write an essay in which you take a position that defends, challenges, or qualifies the claim 

that censorship is necessary for the protection of the common good. Use the novel as a 

starting point, but then refer to at least three other sources to make your case. Cite the 

sources even when you just summarize or paraphrase. Acknowledge and address counterclaims. 

Make Montag proud!  

 

“You can’t ever have my books,” she said…. 

“The whole house is going up,” said Beatty…. “One. Two….” 

“You can stop counting,” she said. She opened the fingers of one 

hand slightly and in the palm of the hand was a single slender 

object. 

An ordinary kitchen match. 

 

“Go on,” said the woman…. 

 

Beatty flicked his fingers to spark the kerosene. 

He was too late. Montag gasped. 

The woman on the porch reached out with contempt to them all 

and struck the match against the railing. 
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