
Name: ________________________________________________  Period: ____ Date: ______________________ 

 

The Pigman by Paul Zindel 

Discussion Questions:  Chapters 11 and 12 

 

1) Poem o’ the Day 

The Rider 

A boy told me 

if he roller-skated fast enough 

his loneliness couldn’t catch up to him, 

 

the best reason I ever heard 

for trying to be a champion. 

 

What I wonder tonight 

pedaling hard down King William Street 

is if it translates to bicycles. 

 

A victory! To leave your loneliness 

panting behind you on some street corner 

while you float free into a cloud of sudden azaleas, 

pink petals that have never felt loneliness, 

no matter how slowly they fell. 

—Naomi Shihab Nye 

 
[Review pp. 98-99 in The Pigman.] 

This is an appropriate poem to share after finishing Chapter 10 in The Pigman because both ___________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Which of the characters from the novel do you imagine is the speaker in the poem? __________________________ 

 

Why? Quote a line from the poem to explain: ________________________________________________________ 

 

The characters in the novel deal with their loneliness in different ways. Explain what each one does. 

 

John: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Lorraine: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mr. Pignati: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2) Review Chapter 11. Read Chapter 12. [Update your chapter titles in the Literature section of your binder.] 

 

3) Answer (all the parts of) the following questions. 

a. How does John react to Mr. Pignati's heart attack?  How does Lorraine respond?  What good qualities 

does each reveal during this trauma?  What weaknesses? 

 

 

 

 

b. After dressing up in the Pignatis' clothes, how does John and Lorraine's relationship change?  Why?   



c. Do you think John and Lorraine are wrong to even consider holding a party in Mr. Pignati's house?  Are 

they responsible for the damage that occurs?  Explain your opinion. 

 

 

 

 

d. Lorraine feels that the pig room has a certain "spirit."  What is that spirit?  Why does she have a 

nightmare about the room? 

 

 

 

e. Think of a time you betrayed someone's trust or when you were betrayed.  How did it feel?  How did the 

other person feel?  What happened to the relationship?   

 

 

 

 

4) Complete this sentence with a list of qualities required to be an adult: 

 

You know you're an adult when__________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________. 

 

Journal: On the lines below, consider what it means to be "young" or "old." Do these words represent a physical 

state of being or an attitude? Have you ever known a very young old person or a very old young person? Is Mr. 

Pignati old? Explain. Which of these qualities do John and Lorraine still lack? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 


